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Even a couplc of ycars .ago 
it would haw been a sure 
thing. l’liitanthropist l lary  
Lasker’s --citizen witncsscs**- 
usually scientists from I ~ C  
medical rescarrh csiablkh- 
ment-would go t o  CSPitOl 
Hitl t o  testify that the c3us:c 
was good and the need $rigat. 
The chairmen of the hcalth 
?.ppropriat.ions suhcomniitlrrs. 
prc-sold admirers and bcliev- 

pig b,nh. wiili i  agree. And the 
muncy \ruuld be routhiely a p  
proprialed. because in these 
ni3;tcm. wh3t Rep. John E. Fo. 
<arty [ll-ll.l.) and Sen. Lister 
Hill (D-.Ila.) u-ankcif they got. 

Only traces of the benign 
ccrrninry of the old days will 
be evident romomw when, 
rrntativelg, House and Senate 
conferees will meet to ap- 
prove, dilute or reject one of 
ilie last great efforts of the 
I s k e r  forces-a  proposed $5- 

riiillioii item for massive icsts, 1974, Dr. Shannon said, there 
of huomid-S, a Patelited Pre-, will be “a definitive answer to 
scription drug. to see if it is the question of the critical 
useful in preyenring heart dis- effcytivenes of these drugs” 
ease. in reducing the incidence of 

Sen. Hill will be leading the heart attack and death i n  men 
fight for the appropriation, a ~ 1 1 0  have had otic or more nt- 
“starter“ on a study that ulti- t n r h  
mately would cost an esti- 
mated $50 million. The battle 
will be one of his last, because 
he is rething from the Senate 
a t  year’s end. 

But John Fogart?; hls long- 
time ally, is dead. Sow. in the 
House subconimittce he 
headed. skeptical yoices are 
heard, especially that of Rep. 
Seal  Smith (D-Iowa). And, in a 
new development Saturday, 
Sniith released a letter oppos- 
ing the .Itroniid-S project 
from Dr. James A. Shannon, 
who until a few days ago was 
director of the prestigious Sa- 
tional Institutes of Health. 

Replying on Aug. 5 toques- ”It would be prudent to 
tions from Smith, Dr. Shamon await the results (of the COD 
said that he land the National nalT DrW I’roject) before 
Heart Institute consider a sep- committin,a thousands of nor- 
a n t e  A t r o m i d -S study mal subjects to any drug treat- 
“not . . . high priority.” ment regimen in the hope of 

He said that Atr0nUd-S a- prerenking coronary heart dis- 
ready is among four cholester- ease wvithout better knowledge 
ol-lowering drugs being stud- Of the attendant risks,” he 
icd i n  the Heart Institute‘s said. 
Coronav  Drug Project. \\%en Dr. Shannon told Smith that 
this study is COmpletetl in “there has been a group of 

.-.- .. 
To date. none of the four 

drugs has shown any “signifi- 
cant superiot4ty” over the oth- 
ers. Dr. Shannon said. 

Smith asked if the taspayers 
should finance a study for 
Airmiid-S alone which, by 
Shannon‘s estimate, would re- 
quire 20.000 peisons--lLi 
tinies as many as will be in 
tlie Coronary Drug Project 
when enrollment ,is completed 
by nest July. These would be 
women as well JS men who-  
unlike the men in the drug 
project-never have had a 
heart attack. 

side effects and possible toxic 
effects (with Atromid-S) which 
\varrants continued close nion- 
itoring of this drug before it 
can be recommended for un- 
qualified long-term usage.” 

The views of Dr. Shannon 
and the Heart Institute wvem 
not sought by Hill. Instead, 
the Senator took testimony 
OnlY from advocates of an 
Atroniid-S study. 

One was Dr. Louis R. 
Krasno. clinical reseawh 
director in San Francisco for 
United Airlines. 

Since April. 1965. lie has 
tried Xtromid-S in 700 men. 
romparing them with 700 un- 
treated controls (last October, 
another 1000 men wwre added). 
These limited trials were sin- 
gle-blind, #that is. the invcstiga- 
tors-but not the patients- 
knew whether the participants 
were receiving a drug or a 
dummy pill. Single-blind tests 
do not eliminate the possibil- 
ity of bias, as do double-blind 
trials in which neither patient 
nor physician knows if the pill 
is drug or placebo. The .Coro- 
nary Drug Project is double- 
blind. 

Last July, Sen. Hill said that 
the Krasno tests showed “an 
enormous.,drop in the death 
rate . . , Dr. Shannon. how- 

ever. told Rep. Smith that the 
results, which he called “en- 
couraging,” “cannot be consid. 
cred evidence of effectiveness 
disease.” iu preventing coronary heart 

Last spring. a publicity blitz 
based on the K r e n o  study 
was mounted by m e  Lasker 
forces. The theme was that 
AtromidS may prevent heart 
attach. In  June, however, the 
thcmc was repudiated by the 
manufacturer, Ayerst Labora- 
tories. 

In a “corrective letter” sent 
at the insistenee of the Food 
and Drug Administration. Ay- 
rrst  apologized to the medical 
profession for a n ,  advertisc- 
nient implying that Atromid-S 
is beneficial in heart disease. 

The firm also acknowledged 
to doctors that the ad failed to 
call attention “to a number of 
tJie more serious sidc 
effects . . . ’’ -4 year earlier, 
John 31. Weiner of the Univer- 
sity of Southern California 
testified before Hill that 
:\tromidS was “free of serious 
side effects.” 

After failing last year. the 
“SlITtPr” appropriation \\’as rc- 
vived this spring. Although it 
\vas spurned in the House, the 
Senate approved it  after Hill, 
in an unusual esample of leg- 
islative geographies. assigned 
it-in thc Department of 
Health. Education, and Wel- 
fare money bill-not to the 
Heart Institute. but to “Re- 
gional 3Iedical Programs.” 

His Senate Appropriations 
Conimittee report said, “If 
Iarge-scale studies were done 
the results of tlie limited 
(Krasno) tests might well Lw 
substantiated. I f  so. the  drug 
in general use would save 
hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple from heart attacks and 
tlearh every year.” 


